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THE TRUE YAMATO BUSHI.

Kuicnr UweMurA. 5TH YEAR.

Japan is blessed with many noble warriors from
ancient times,

Lientenant-Colonel Yamanaka, the Military Eq-
uerry to His Majesty the Fmperor, surely was one
of them.

He was named Jird and was born in a small
village in Nagato Province—my native place called
Sanmi-mura.

His father was an itinerant dealer of whale and
was such a great wine bibber as to be more of a
toper than even Hankai, a Chinese hero of old, so

that of comrse he was very poor.

B+

His mother, holding him in her arms, experien-
ced all kinds of hardship of life; the family were
so poor that they could not afford to welcome their
visitors, when they called on them once in a while.

When he was seventeen or eighteen years of
age, he was employed as a servant in the village
office and studied under great difficulties.

In the 24th year of Meiji, he entered Kyododan
and after graduating from theve; he became a ser-
ceant and in the 26th year having completed the
conrse of the Military Academy, he vose to the vauk
of sub-lientenant. After that he took part in the
China-Japan War, the troubles in North China, and
the Russo-Japanese War and distinguished himself
on every ogcasion.

After the latest war he was decorated with the
Third Class of the Golden Kite, and was promoted
to Lieutenant Colonel; at last he had the honour
to be received in audience by His Majesty the
Emperor, but to our great regret suffering from.

brain disease, he soon died.

* +* *
* *

A story about his courage which was once told

by one of his subordinates runs as follows :—

“ Our commander even under a galling fire was
as collected as usual, and especially on the cccasion
of ‘charge’ he appeared at the head of his troop, as
if a demon was raging ; he had a peculiar ability of
being honoured and beloved by his subordinates.”

I must add one more story. In his early days
he was neither an infant genius nor a clever child ;

and then the so-called genius in my village who

used to call this poor and ungainly boy ¢“dJiro ™!

“Jird”’ ! is now only a teacher of the primary

school or a village official.

I have not room enough here to enumerate
anecdotes about him during the period of his hard
studies, although they are all full of interest and

instruction for young people.

& ®

BUSHIDO.

By M., TANARA. 5TH YEAR.

Many years ago there lived at Kumamoto, a
samurai named Heinai Murakami who was one of
the best pupils of Motomenosuke Terao, a pupil of
Musashi Miyamoto. Heinai was well known among
people for his being a capital hand of the Nitoryn
—a school of fencing, of which Musashi was the
originator. He had only one son, whom he would
not let study fencing untill the child mumﬂ up to be
fifteen years old, and would not even allow him to
touch a bamboo sword. Nothing could make the boy
more sorrowful than this though he was mm young,
So, he asked his father one day to teach him fen-
cing, but his father would not consent. At last,
however, by his earnest and repeated entreaties, his
father was moved and said, “If you undertake to
go alone up the source of the River Kikuchi this
night, I will grant your request from _ﬁﬂwﬁaﬂt:
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Now, the source of the river, being about twenty
miles from Kumamoto, was a very lonely and dread-
ful place, and even in the day-time it was almost
as dark as in the night time so that few persons
passed along that way.

The father's proposal was really, an uneasible
one for a lad of fifteen to undertake. Bub though he
hesitated for a moment yet he determined to go, for
if he should succeed in this, he would be able to
obtain his wish. He was in high spivits.

Dressing himself hardly was he to go oub with
“ (tood-bye, " wearing two swords, short and long,
when his father who saw this suddenly snapped out,
caving, * You foul-crayen! Why do you wear the
swords? You should go carrying no weapon. =

Having no alternative he went out unarmed

as he was desived, and returned home at about

noon the following day, and stated in detail what

he had seen at the source of the river, and it was

all right.

o

His father asked him, * What determination
did you have when you started ? "’ He replied, *#1
went out ready to lay down my life, if anybhing
wrong happened, Heinai who heard this, was very
much pleased and allowed him to study fencing
immediately.

This is a fine story about Bushido. If Heinai
had wished to make his son a good hand in the
art; he would have taught him it from lis eariest
year. That’s just like Heinai, who had studied the
art to the bottom. The boy was truly the son of
Heinai. His dauntless words that he veplied to his
father cannot easily be said, he had truly known
the essence of fencing,

The chief object of the military arts is  for
the most part to drill the courage and not merely
to become skillful in art. From this spirit Bushido
springs. It is the soul of onr country and the blood
of our nation. It has made our country what it

is, and has sent us vietory after victory in any waxr

and become one of the most powerful countries in
the world. Therefore it is neccessary not only for
soldiers to cultivate this spirit, but also Ior all
of us. If we all keep strictly to the principles of
Bushido, we shall always be happy and peaceful
and also successful in whatever business we do;
and thus our country will make more and more
Progress.

What a blessing it is to have such a noble
E_.E.ﬁ as that of Bushido! We who were born as
Japanese should do our best to be inspired by the

spirit of Bushido still more. That is our duty.

THE SENSE OF SHAME.

K. TopA. 5TH YEAR,
Once Iemitsu, the 3rd Shogun of the Tokugawa

Family noted for his uprightness, intelligence and
martial spirits, said to a certain person, “If any
other family should arise and overthrow my own, it

= ®

would be of course a great disgrace for me, but not
for the Empive of Japan. If we should, however, let
any foreign country pollute one inch of our territory,
there is nothing more humiliating than this for our
nation. In other words it would be most unfaithful
to our Sovereign and most unfilial to our ancestors.”
We should not neglect to cultivate the sense of
shame. .

We, who are born in Japan, a sea-girt @nﬂbnq_.

must always bear in mind that we are all w_.um crew,

as it were, of a great warship called Japan, and
should guard it by might and main. If we should

quarrel among ourselves and be laughed at by mﬂﬂﬁﬁﬂu_

ers, it would be a great shame.

Join forces, study hard and be faithful 3 @FH

noble and righteous Sovereign, the Emperor. H_ﬁﬁﬁ-

what it is to be shameless ! And shun it ! HF > sha
as we do a snake. mmm EEM@W. lost *_o‘ ._..__
man that dares to put his own m.pumuh,_m to 8

To tell the truth he is a :ﬂmﬂ&hﬂ son a&ﬁf
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it is not too much to call him a eriminal.  'We should
not only understand that our country ig one of the
most powerful states in the world, but is holy and
sacred nation and that any reproach has never been
brought upon her history.

W11

and that Nagamasa Yamada did much to the King
of Siam and finally succeeded the throne and that
Hamada Yahei showed the foreigners what is called
the Japauese-spirit, grieving that his fellow-country-

men were subjected to the slights and insults of them.

e e T ol T e

_ Can it be possible for us to find such a state as It is such men that have made our country
Japan in the world? Just cast a glance at a few strong and powerful as it is, Like their offspring it

. pages of our glorious history, The Empress Jingu, is our duty be carveful not to bring disgrace on onr

| though of the softer sex, conquered Corea, and made nation, but to bring our country foremost among the
the rulers promise to pay tribute of treasures and nations of the globe. |
many other fine things to our country every year, It is one of the most important duties for all
even if the water of the Oryokko would flow back, us Japanese.

or heaven and earth should be twrned upside down.

| Even Jean d’ Ark in France or Maria Theresa in THE WRESTLING.
Austria can not be said to be equal to our Imperial
Heroine. How delightful it is to think of that the M. MuraL 5TH YEAR. _“
daring Tokimune defeated the Chinese fleet of one The wrestling is one of the most interesting
million in force to be buried in the waterly grave cgames in Japan, and in its populality and exciting _.
of the Genkai-sea and that Hideyoshi conquered all nature, it can be compared with the Rughy games

over Corea and then threatened the Empire of China in America.

As to its real E.W_F,nﬁm are wcﬁmmq ignorant, The wrestlers are divided into two parties, that
| but according to tradition, it is due to the event 18, the East side and the West side. From each
that some two thousand years ago: Nomino Sukune side one wrestler appears at a time, and they meet |
wrestled with Taemano Kehaya, an arrogant and at the center of the ring, and greet each other ex- |
pretended champion_ wrestler in those days. ception politeness. . “
The wrestlers are followed to the traditional Then, as football players line up, facing each |
rules and formalities. Their locks are kept long and other, watching each other, await the signal of the |
3 dressed in the style of old fashion. When they umpire.
| appear on the arena, they are all naked except their With the signal of the umpire, they spring up
loins. The super abundant muscle full of strength and tackled one another, with all their strength and
and vigor, inbrates when they tread on the ground. power, however, not so roughy as in the Rugby | f
The -children of abnormal size are picked out from  game but according to the strict rules of the sport.
all parts of ‘the land and arve trained as the wrest-  In wrestling there are forty eight different ways of ,
lers. This is the reason that foreigners often take  throwing the antoganist down or pushing him out of
them for a different race from ours. the ving, that is, “twelve throws,” “ telve lifts,”
The arena upon which the wrestlers contest, is twelve twist.” and “twelve throws over the back? B

a small elevated place, about nine feet in diameter, The one who is compeled first to touch the ground
and two feet in height. It is made of sand encircled with any part of his body, or to stop out of the ring,
| by straw bales and protected from the ghining sun is ¢onquered. . gL Sl

F .

by a ewrtain which is held up four large posts. During the contest the Eﬁm in mﬁﬂmwﬁcmw&m.:
R ® | CERNE
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the arena, with a fan peculiar to the game watches

them eagerly, encouraging them with the loud and
congtant utterance ** Hakki-yoi-yoiya, trata trata.”

When the contest is decided, the uwmpire holds
up his fan towards the side to which the winner
belongs. If the vietor is popular among people,
the spectators ave excited so violently that they
arising from their seats, pronouncing his name loud-
ly hail upon him hats, tabaco-pouches, ote. What-
ever they have around then and thus expressing
their enthusiams, congratulates him in the fullest
measure.

The finest and most popular wrestling matehes

_.,1_... i : N }Jw
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1sed to be held twice annually, that is, in January
and May, at the Ekoin in Tokyo, till last year June
when the Josetsulwan, a large building in which the
wrestlers contest, was completed.

Hitachiyama, Umegatani, Tachiyama and Ko-
magadake ave the most famous wrestlers at the
present day among which H itachiyama is especially
well-known eéven to Amefica for his enormous size
and mongtrous strength.

The co-called * Judo ™ is quite another line of
art and is considered to be morve scientific. But the
« Judo " is strictly prohibitted to be used in the

wrestlers’ contest.
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