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TWENTY MINUTES BEFORE
THE SENTENCE
By Kozo Nagamine, V: A

The heat of a summer afternoon was at its
height and the well lighted room was fraughted
with bright air, almost dazzling. The irregular
sound of chalk on the blackboard was pervading
through the whole class room. Vacuous silence
continued for some minutes,

Matsuda was looking down the floor blankly.
His face was dark with some anxiety. “ Well,
it is but a childish brush after all. Not guilty
:::n.. uir:._m. of it, I'am sure.”  He snecred

i

at_himsell.
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were swrrounded by hundreds of small boats of
visitors. Thousands of poople crowded on the
bridg: with, faces all tinted with the coloured
lights «f the boats. He was in the crowd with
scveral class mates. - There was standing ncar
him a young fellow, who purposely knocked
agaist him and snecred in; his face. The wretch!
He must have had a malignant spirit against their
school itself- - -ficrce rage---oblivion of sell---
his clenched fist came down upon the roguc’s
cheek.  His class mates shared his indignation
and came to help him. There was a rain of
blows, which caused curious people to gather
around them to see what was the matter, when
taking the advantage of it, the coward  slipped
away among the crowd. - All this was quite a
paroxysm of youth. Was it guilty?  He then
tusned, his excited face to the teacher, who had
gm.-...\ Eﬂ-;hﬁ&q adviges  for  the | summer
vacation which was to begin the next day.

of the punishment which had filled up his brain.
“But,” he muttered, “considering the precedents
of the school, T can count many students who
have been expelled fiom school because they
gave drubbings to other school-fellows.”

His brain was confuscd with fears and anxietics.

He stopped dreaming and looked up at the
window. Noisy cicadas were singing among
the deep green leaves dancing in the gentle
breeze under the burning sun.

The calmness of the green court outside
brought a dreamy serenity into his wearied brain,
which, however, soon fell into the retrospection
of that night---the bustling evening of the time-
honcured festival in his town, Two vessels,
gorgeously decorated with lights and flags, were
dragging to and fro on the dark water of the
river.

%ﬁﬁg infull, anciens gless. wese

s e i~ Nk _.J..... aten o A.._tn...

He looked around the room and o muttesed

within his lips. “They all appear happy=-<- -

anticipation of home lifc-=-nothing  besides.”
They suddenly burst into bright laughter upon
some joke the teacher cracked, but he was too
agitated to catch the joke. The teacher took
out his watch to see the time. At the same
time the door opcned and the office boy entered
with a slip of paper for the old tcacher---a
dead silence passcd.

His heart misgave him.

“There it came at last!"” he cried in the
depth of his heart. BIR 2

“ Matsuda,” read the teacher _..._.__.._.__:ﬂow_ :.__.m_m..
erency, “is reouested to come to the principal’s
room soon aftér school is over.” = |

The blood boiled in his vein=«-the throb of
pulse at once stood still and then burst into
drumming ---his face first flushed and next turned
pale.  All the heavy anxiety suddenly sank

34




irto the hottom of agony of remorse.

His motionless eyes were fixed on the desk
and all the thoughts and feelings had gone far
beyond the universe until he was alarmed by
the chiming of the last bell of that term.

The class mates went out in confusion, laughing
and talking menily, ieaving the room empty.

“Ah!”, be frowned and laid his.head on his
arms, face dewnwards; eyves shutting, “VYet |
have not been right, after all,” he groaned.
“Stll, men are to be more ruled by the worldly
restraints than any other crcatures.”

He felt thivsty and  his mouth was almost
dried up, but some comfort was stealing  into
his distracting brain, .

Some minutes later he found himself standing
at the door of the headmaster's room. He

hieard the master turning over the pages of some

leszon, The lectures that po in one ear and out the

other are no more instructive for the cultivation
of his mind than the looking on others who take
exercise has any benefit upon the training of his
body. . . :

Whatever the subject may be, we must be
ready to understand what is taught with our eyes
and ears open.  This attitude of a student in
tha school -room will be what we call “study in
earnest.”

In order to grasp all that we are to learn we
should prepare our lessons and to maintain what
we have once acquired, we should never fail to
review them.  I'reparation’ and review help us
in making wgat knowledge we have got our own
in reality.

When we study we must concentrate our
encrgy upon our subjects. If the rays of the sun
are centred upon a bit of paper, they can easily
burn it.  And so if our spirits are concontrated

will pass upon me. I can live in the nature
beyond the world.” He thus determined before _n:w

he held the white handle of the heavy door,

STUDY IN EARNEST

By Shinichi Kishi, V : A.

What exercises are to the body that is study
to the mind. To make our body robust, we need
some bodily exercises, and to improve our mental
faculties, we must study in earnest. In deed,
“study” is the first duty of students. A student
who happens not to apply himself to study
is one who neglects his first duty.  Therefore,
study---of course it means of persistent nature---
has been called the mother of luck.

Then what does the word “study in earnest"”

mean?  We can not call it hard study, if students

do not listen to their teacher attentively or not

upon one thing, we can readily understand it,
however hard it may be.

Even the boy who is called genius, should
study for some hours every day. People seem —
to think that a geniuswill be able to be much
more proficient in his study than the ‘common ]
run of men, without making much effort.  But

it is a great mistake. I can not believe, for one,

that genius, as it is called, can not exist in the
world, The story of genius even, so far as it
can be told at all, is the story of persistent |
industry in the face of obstacles.  On the contrary, |
if there be a man who is naturally deficient in
his understanding, he should not be disappoiuted,
but only he should be more careful in cvery
thing than others and even what others would
be able to master at once is to be repeatedly
worked at.  Thus he may be able in due time
to distance the genius without labour,

In fact study is not hard upon students, but




it ought to be a pleasure to them. But to make

our lessons delightful, we need a great deal of

attention and perseverance.

If the boys of to-day were half as diligent as
those of former times. I am sure that they will
come to take interest in their lessons. And then
their knowledge will be improved day by day.

TO THE SOUTH SEA
By Yoshine Shibata, 4. A

The great war in Europe has come to an end
at Jast, and the warclouds which darkencd the
sky of the whole world for the past four vears
have entirely been dispersed by the benign rays
of the long wished -for peace.

The conditions of the world have undergone
a geat change, as compared with those of the

days before the war.  Especially Germay

mueinent [ for example, teak in building stcamoers,
gquinine in medical art, hemp-cloth in industry.

Wien we take all these things into consider-
ation, I dare say, “ No states but that govern the
torrid zone deserve to govern the market of the
wotld " The prosperity of Holland in days gone
by and the present wealth of England are mostly
due to the possession of the tropics.

Oh, young Japan! Go to the south.  The
bright future of our Empire lies, not in the
north, but in the south, not on the continent, but
in the sca.  The great mission of rising japan is
to make the Pacific Ocean the stage for us to

play on.

KIKUGAHAMA IN SUMMER
By ‘Takezo Sakurai, 4. A.

The ripples are playing upon the beach and
& cool breeze is blowing gently from the fields.

any other nations in science, commerce, and
industry has been completely overthrown, and
she has lost all the colonies both in the east
and in the west. She has been obliged to cede
the Solomons, the Palaus, and the Bismarks to
Australia, and the Marshals, the Marianas, and
the Carolines to Japan.

The time has come for the Japanese to make
a great leap in the South Sea. True, Japan is
in a very favourable situation for expanding in
that direction. See, these islands are inhabited
by a people whose blood and colour are the
same as those of the Japanese. Rise and proceed
to the South, sons of the land of the rising Sun.

Indeed the torrid zone is the treasury of the
world, and only those who open its door can
have the privilege to take possession of the
treasures.

_.h_,meai as well as people can not do without

While T am _....—.r._-.._nh i A P J..__F.:.._.._.._m:mu cxercise the

big bright sun riscs in the cast. What a grand
object it is! His sublimity makes my sleepy
eyes wide open and T feel as if he took away
all impurity from my N.Enq life.  Meanwhile
some big birds are sech flying in the golden
rays as if they were messengers telling the birth
of a new day. A number of small sailing boats
are coming back from last night's fishing.
Yonder is seen a gentleman strolling on the
beach with a boy and two girls toward me.
Then we hear the whistle of the Electric light
Company.  Birds begin chirping and cicadas
singing in the trees. All the world are awake
again.

The sun is at its hottest now. Big waves
are dashing along the shorc. The so-called
Nyudogumo are towering here and  there, Tt
is umbearably hot in the house, but not so here
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on the beach.
are all happy, some bathing, some playing, some

Boys aud girls, men and women
running, and others wrestling. They are just as
black as negroes. They seem to think of nothing,
entirely transported by the grandeur of the sea.
Some school girls are talking merrily under their
parasols and an artist is earnestly painting from
The Mishimamaru from Senzaki is
A flock: of sea-gulls arc

Cicadas are singing their best.

nature.
entering the harbour.
flying to and fro.
I hear that millionaires make Oiso and Atami
their summer resorts spending a lot of monev,
but all ean not afford the luxury. Many would
find Hagi an ideal place for avoiding heat and
enjoying the beauties of nature, if they only
could come here.

People have gone home : some may be at their
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the open sea is lined with fishing fires.  The
crimson sky is turning darker and darker ahd
Shizuki=san stands in the sea just like a big
black helmer. The sea breeze is blowing from
the offing and the silvery moon rises in the west.
The temple bells call people to their evening
services. No one is seen along the shore, only

the ripples are lapping at my fect. The curtain

of the night has fallen. All is left to me and

I stand on the beach of peace nnd eternity.
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