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A LETTER TO A FRIEND

OF MINE IN AMERICA
Heki, Otsu-gun, Yamaguchi-ken,
October 18, 1925.

Dear Mr, Shirai,,

The cool and pleazant season has come. How
are you getting aloug in these days? Time flies away
swiftly, does is not? It is five years since I saw you
last, I shall have been studying in the middle school
for four years by next March. I flatter myself to
think that I have improved pretty well in my stud-
jos, espocially in English and mathematics, though I
have not yet been able to stand head and shonlder
above my fullow stulents. Anyhow, I am going to
take the entraucy examivation of a high school next
year, 1 am happy to siy that Ilke this school very

mmuch, as the students are vory good in their conduct

and very attentive to their studies, but nothing s more
plessant than to look back on our happy primary
school days, The photograph taken together with yon
in commemoration of onr completion of the eloment-
ary school course often brings to my mind those
happy memories associated with you. 1 remember
that woe spont a long day of spring in ths greon fiald :
on a fine day of May, 1 went fishing with you to
a river near by @ we vied with each other in win-
ning prizes in the athletic meeting of autamn : and
we had a pleasant time in gathering chestnuts  in the
wood at the back of my houe, The very chestuut
tree full of reminisceunees of the past are growing in
the samo place as of old, but it makes m» sad to think
that T have not you here to talk the pat with. As
we are separated from each other, I am anxious to
hear from you from time to time, T am always lookiog
forward to the time wheu you will be suocessful and
retrn home in splendour, Our friend Mr  Sato in
Hogi unites me in wishing you all possible health




-

and happiness,

Yours very truly,
K, Onaga,

COMMON SENSE
4 : 1 Goro Nagadomi

1o is called a man of common sense who, not only

understands things common in the world, but observes

and judges impartially auything avhich ho comes across
and always takes proper measures in dealing with it,
On the coutrary, a man who has no ecommon sonse
15 eccentric and headstrong, and samotimes in danger
of runuing to an extreme. :

If yon are void of commmon sense, you, as a : tates-
man, will not be ablo to make the nation happy,
always failing to act as the occasion may require in
dip'omacy, as a business man, you will miss a good
oppoitunity and in consiquense sustain a great loss,
as n scholar, yon will mmaintain a uselcss and imprac-

ticable argument or mlvanes a strango and grotesqun

and are narrowminded in spite of their special facul-
ties. It is true that a learned man or a man who
excels in some special arts has much knowledgo and
facultiss in their own line. But has has not always
more wisdom and experionses in the direction of
things out of thair bezat than other people, We
ought to bear in mind that, if theqo is one thing
which should ba cultivatel by those who would suc-

ceed in life, it is common sensa,

THE GREAT HAGI
4:2 Hajime Wakimoto,

Hagi is a pretty larg» town on the unorth coat of
Nagato province with a popalation of over 30,000,
In population, it may by elased naxt to Ube city,
Shimonoseki standing fast, but, from a commercial
point of visw, it takes tho fourth or fifth place among
tho cities in Yamaguchi prefecture. Needless to say,
it was the old castle-town of the formor Moji clan,
aud has beun the centre of admiaistration in Abu-gun

theory; as military man, you will behave youmaslf so
imprudently as to affect your reputation; and in your

daily lifs, you will often throw yourself into a strife
with others, or destroy the good manners and cus-
toms of the soziety in which yon live. In view of
the above reasous, I am sure you are convinsed that
common sense is more useful rathar than any partial
knowledge in your lifi, excepting in some prof esions
which require a special ability.

It is no wouder that the IEnglish should pay much
attention to the enltivation of soumd common sense.,
When we reflect npou the fast that England owes
much her prosperity to the vary character peculiar to
her, we feel most keonly ths neczessity of developing
the comimon rense of our nation upon whizh tho
perfoction of the coust tutionn]l goveriment as well
as tho progress of industry of this country,

Thre are some poople who aro wauting n com-
mon rensy out of their ewn ignormce, lut, as a
matter of fact, men of hight edueation often lack it

gince tho biginning of the Moiji era, The manners
and customs of the citizens are excoedingly cordial
and obliging and are not like thvuss of the people
in a newly-established city or a mors commercial
town,

Hagi has been regarded as a good plazs in which
to educate young people, as it is rich in places of
histrical inferest, but it can not bs denied that it
has many important elements which are necuoszary
for a commercial town as waoll, Thouzh high waves
on the Japan Sea often make it difficult for ships
to entar the harbour, it will probably be madsy a good
soa-port, if harbour works are properly conducted,
In the suburbs there aro many good ﬁr:ﬁ.m for cstab-
lishing various kinds of factories. Sinco tho opeuing
of railway traffic in Ap-il this year, it has becoms

possibla in three hours to reach Asa, a city on the
Sanyo main line, Next Novenbyr trains will run to
Higashi-hagi station which is the terminus of the
prosent Mins, In the noar future, the railwy will by

e —g—— S R T




extended to Masuda of the Sanin line. On the
completion of the railway, the facilities of commu-
nication with other places of this country will great-
ly be improved and the products of the city such as
fish, oranges, baumboo wares, and paper umbrellas
will soon be able to extend the market,

Such being the case, it is not too much to gay that
Hagi has a bright future before hor as a commercial
city. Then, what ought wo to do iu future, if we
really want to make cur city gfeat? A city is not
of value not for its size, but for its citizens, coop
-erative spirit and constant activity. The respousibil
-ity for building up the Great Hagi entirely rests
upon our shoulders, so it is necessary that we should
try to do anything in cooporation for the sake of the
city, refraining fromm acting on a selfish motive.

A VISIT TO THE ALMA MATER
By Chnji Muraki. 5:B,

My dear Alma Mater where I spent the carly part

—— - - T e TR

of my echool-days stands at the foot of the hill of
Jonokoshi, which towers up about oue mile east of
Matsumoto, The school-building is neither fine nor
imposing to attract any spocial attention, Lut how
sweet fo my memory are the scenes I played my ac-
tive part ou with other urchiny like mysslf!

Oue sunny afiernoon of August this year T had an
ovcasion to visit the place, Everything thee groeted
about the
grounds, T heard an organ from within playing swoet

me with a smile. While 1 was loitering
music to which accompaniment wo used to sing ju-t
fivo years ago. At this T was naturally put in wind
of old friends of mine,

The pine-tress which were about five feet long when
I left the echool have now grown up large enough to
shelter me from tho sultry rays with their groon leaves,
I did not omit to pesp into the classroom where we
oncu listencd to the story of a haro and a tortoise,
There I found many desks at which we were ouco

seated and which wo have now outgrown thom, and

lovely finger-marks and ionocent scrabbles on the
walls. The sight recalled to my mind the rominis-
cences of my childhood like a revolving lautern,

Then T left there and took a stroll in the garden
White, red, yvellow, purple, and various bsautifal
flowres were at their beast, Can there not be any episode
of our naughty days related about ths garden,
too? And then I inquired after tho chatty old
school servant and gossipped with him for some time,
He gave me some fruit which he took from the
plantation we used to weed.
kindness more than the sweet taste of his gift.

After a while I bade him farowell and bent my
step homswards, still ruminating on the happy mem-
ories of thoss davs spent there in my childhood.

A CRY FOR ECONOMIC CONSCIOUSNESS
By Tadao Yamamoto, d: C

I appreciated his. usual

Whenever we hear or read of the great number o.
the unemployed, we can not but cousider the economic

e —

world of today to be at a deadlozk. It sooms that
our country has encountered an unprecad ented
economic crisis, owing to the enormous loss of
wealth in the quake disaster and the unceasing
self-indulgence of our nation, It is natural that we
should koounly fe:l it
method of stabilizing our national life. If the pre-

gent situation were to last long, it would be inev-

necossary to find out some

itable for Japan, much regrotted to say, to come to

the esonomic collapss. There is no choice for our
country, which has few available resources to depemd
upon, but the establishment of a pyrmanent ecoucmic
policy and tha strenuous exertion of thy people to-
wards thrift and On the othar hand, it

is the urgent nocessity of the moment to diffuse ec-

indnstry,
onomic iden among our nation and eurh the ovil
manner of extravagance.

All civilizad nations in the world have the strong
sense of national economy, Americans, with all their

enormous wealth gained through the great European
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war, have never been degenerated owing to the mate-
rinl satisfaction. Fven the defeated Germans have
worked out marvelously rapid revival Ly their na-
tionul co-ope-ative industry.

As for the Japanese, they were so shallow and un-
reflecting as not to consider the after-war economic
coudition, though it was the foregone conclusion that
the activity caused by the war should be followed by
an inactivity as a reaction. Moreover, in spite of
the present uunexampled calamity, they would not stop
importing luxuries, dazzled by the good name of cul-
tural lite.

sighted people and the indications of the low standard

On the whole, the Japanese are a short-

of economic sause have oxpressed thonselves in various
oceasions. For instance, most people contempt home-
made goods unrcasonably, which may produce agrie-
vous result. Our mannfacturers will take advantage
of activity in exporting crude articles of the bad
qQuality.

money in the fund of their future expansion instead

Our emigrants can not invest their ecarned

forthcoming ""War in Peace™,
OF HEALTH
By Kotaro Fujita, 5: A,

There is nothing more unfortunate in our life ithan
to fall ill
vou were lacking in good health your profound know-
ledge would ba of no avail to society, nor could your
riches make you happy. Indecd, you may build many
fine villas wherever you like and take all sorts of dain-

However learned or rich you may b, if

ties, attended on by your servants. But if you are weak
and feeble, your spirits will sink more and more and the
diet which should taste sweet must be unpalatable, with
a result that you wiil have to lead wearisome life, keep-
ing indoors from day to day,  On the contrary, look
at those stout and robust labourers and farmers, The eat-
ables which they iake after their day’s work must be
coarse, but sevoral thousand times as delicious for them

as rich food for wealthy who are poor in bealth. Thus

the working class will merrily whistle away their time,

working all day long, The farmer are rich but are lack-

of renitting it home, Thess aro all due to ths blind-
ness to their pormanent development,

The armed coeflict of today, when the
are so destructive and ths issue is so horrible, can
hardly be realized, The intermatioral competition in

the futnre will ba carried on chiefly, nay, entirely “in

woapons

economy, and any people incapable of economic in-
dependence will be a subjugated nation forever. Tt
18 not too much to say that the development of na-
tional power depends more on economy than on ar-
maments,

It is one of the most salient features of the present
age that the whites are threatening to take and reign
over what small space we can expand in. Wwe musat
be aware of thoir n{m_?q._..n.,_E.Em.. inflaences. Theo fmis-
sion of promoting and protexting the honour and
prestige of the yellow race rest solaly upon our shoul-
ders, FEconomic war is continuous and unceasing
throughout the whole world, We shou'd come to our

econonric sensos and courageously provide against the

ing in good health, whilo the latter aro strong bntm ust
It must
be hard for them both. But if I wera mady to choose
either of them 1 would take the lattor without hesitation,
I am always reminded of the time when I had a stom-
ach trouble and kept in bed for several days. At first I
thought that T was rether lucky, for T had to do no work
while in bed, but two days after I beganto be vexed by
wearisomeness. At last T could no longer stand remain-

work hard for food from morning till evening.

mrm idle in the house. If this condition had continued
over a month I wonder what wonld have become of me.

I rememnber that I have reab in some book the follow-
mnuw passages, “Tho poorsat man would not part with
health for money; tho richest man wonld part with his
money for health.”
tinently the necessity of good health, So we mwust try
to make oureclves strong first of all, for it i by our
energy which consists in physical hen ith that we can do
various kinds of wounderful things that may command
admiration from the world.

I think this remark explains per-

T
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